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Happy New Year! It has 
been a fantastic couple of 
months. I am enjoying 
getting to know each of 
your families better. You 
have welcomed me and 
my family well and we are 
so blessed to be serving 
with you. 

As we welcome the turn 
of the calendar to 2018 I 
want us  to dream big and 
lean into the question of 
Why? Why do we enjoy 
the different events and 
ministries we participate 
in at FBC? Why do we 
teach what we teach in 
Sunday School and Mis-
sions? Why do we do 
church the way we do? 

Why do we need to fellow-
ship with other followers of 
Christ?  There are many 
more “why” questions we 
will be asking. I welcome 
your questions. If you have 
a why question about chil-
dren’s ministry at FBC Au-
gusta send me an email  

mwillis@fbcaugusta.org.  I 
look forward to hearing 
from you. 

Looking ahead I will be 
beginning a “Getting 
Ready Class” for any child 
who is curious and asking 
questions about becoming 
a Christian. Look in publi-
cations in the next weeks 
for registration dates and 

more information about 
this special class for chil-
dren in 1st-5th grades.  

As always please let me 
know how I can be pray-
ing with you. 

~Melissa 

 

Registration forms for FBC 
members and currently en-
rolled families will be availa-
ble in the Preschool Office 
area beginning January 
16th. Pick one up, complete 
and return it with registra-
tion fees  between January 
22-25, 2018. You may drop 
your completed forms dur-
ing the hours of 8:30 and 
9:30 am or 12:30-1:30 pm  
at the Preschool Office. 

K5 year old registrants will 
be asked to agree to pay the 
1st month’s tuition by 
6/1/18. 

Preschool/Kindergarten 
Open House will be Monday 
or Tuesday Jan. 22 or 23, 
2018 from 9:15-10:30 am. 
Meet in the Adult Ed build-
ing room 100.  

General Public Registration 
will be 1/24-25/2018. 

Preschool News Weekday Education Registration 

Children’s News A Note from Melissa 

Wednesday Night 
Schedule 

 5:30 pm Chimes and 

Hand bells. 

 6:00 pm Choirs for 3 

years through 5th grade. 

 6:45 –7:30 pm Mission 

Friends for preschool 

ages and Inside/Out  for 

1st-5th grades. 

Preschool activities are in 

the preschool building. 

Inside/Out activities are 

located in the children’s 

building. 

Upcoming Dates 

Jan. 3– Committee on 
Committees– Child care 

provided 

Jan. 10– Music and 

Missions Begin 

Jan. 21– Sunday Lunch 
and Week of Prayer be-

gins. 

Feb. 14– Ash Wednes-
day– Children will be a 
part of the service that 

evening. 

Feb. 18– Sunday Lunch 
and Family Lenten 

Craft– More info to come. 

Save the Date 

March 2 - Mother/Son 

Event TBD 

March 3 -

Father/Daughter Event 

TBD 



Parent Cue: 5 New Year’s Resolutions for Parents 

Written by: Natasha Crain www.christianmomthoughts.com 
 
If you haven’t yet made your New Year’s resolutions, today’s the day! It’s easy to focus on things like weight loss and nail biting – 
but have you thought about spiritual goals for you and your family? 
Here are 5 big resolutions to consider!  
 
1.    Make this the year you actually start loving and reading the Bible regularly. 
There is one New Year’s resolution that will likely impact the spiritual life of you AND your children more than any other – and 
that’s based on cold, hard data. The Center for Bible Engagement surveyed 40,000 Americans on their various spiritual activities 
and found that reading the Bible 4+ days per week is the number one driver of spiritual change.  
 
2.    Make more spiritual space in your family. 
If you don’t have a daily time scheduled for your family’s spiritual development (e.g., prayer outside of meal times, Bible study and 
conversations about faith), it’s time to start. You can call this dedicated time “spiritual space.” We schedule everything else that’s 
important to us (piano classes, sports programs, meetings, etc.) – why wouldn’t we schedule daily spiritual time for the family? If 
you think you’re working faith conversations into your family life without the need for a scheduled time, you might be interested in 
a couple of statistics. First, the average American family engages in less than 15 minutes of direct parent-child conversation each 
day. That’s hardly enough time to have casual conversation about the day, much less engage in deeper conversations about faith! 
Second, a study of 11,000 teenagers from 561 congregations found that only 12 percent of youth have a regular dialogue with their 
mom on faith or life issues…and just 5 percent have regular faith conversations with their dads. For the vast majority of families, 
faith conversations aren’t casually getting worked into the day. It has to be intentional. Make it a priority in 2018.  
 
3.    Take ownership of your spiritual doubts. 
I suppose there are some Christians in the world who never, ever have a doubt about their faith. I just haven’t met one. Perhaps it 
sounds funny given the nature of my blog, but I have struggled mightily with faith doubts myself. If you are going through one of 
those times right now, let me tell you something I have found to be really important in my own spiritual journey: you need to take 
ownership of your doubts. The temptation and default is to wallow in what you perceive as unresolvable and monumental spiritual 
tensions. In fact, it can get so comfortable in that perpetual state of “I’m having trouble believing because (fill in the blank),” we 
would rather stay there than actually challenge ourselves to proactively search for answers. If you’re struggling, decide to take 
ownership of your doubts this year, rather than let your doubts take ownership of you. Commit to 1) identifying your biggest ques-
tions and 2) systematically studying the answers offered by any number of thoughtful theologians and talk with your ministers, 
they can give you names and lists of opinions to read. 
  
4.    Identify and get out of your prayer ruts. 
It happens to us all. “Dear Lord, Thank you for this day. Thank you for…(list of other thank yous). Please forgive me for my sins. 
Please, please (fill in the blank top of mind recurring prayer request). Amen.” Are you feeling uninspired by your prayer life? Only 
praying when something goes wrong? Not praying at all? When our prayer life goes dull, our entire relationship with God can go 
dull. Identify the problem and search for some creative solutions. (Check out Natasha’s post, “christianmomthoughts.com/5-family-
prayer-ruts-and-how-to-get-out-of-them/” for some ideas.) 
  
5.    Commit to deepening the intellectual side of your faith. 
John Piper, in his book, “Think: The Life of the Mind and the Love of God,” beautifully summarizes the relationship between loving 
God with your heart and mind: 
“The main reason that thinking and loving are connected is that we cannot love God without knowing God; and the way we know 
God is by the Spirit-enabled use of our minds…If love does not come from knowing God, there is no point calling it love for God. 
There may be some vague attraction in our heart or some unfocused gratitude in our soul, but if they do not arise from knowing 
God, they are not love for God.” 
Spiritual goals about prayer and Bible study are probably more obvious for most people than this one. But given the challenging 
secular environment our kids are facing today, this goal is extremely important for Christian parents! We can’t train our kids if we 
aren’t trained ourselves. Make it a priority to deepen your spiritual relationship. 
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Palmer is in 4th grade. He is our resident UGA stats professor. If you want to know anything 
about last week’s football game, find Palmer, he will have all the information you need. Here 
are more interesting facts about Palmer. 

 

Favorite Color: Red 

Favorite Activity: Football 

Favorite Bible Story: Jesus” Baptism. “It reminds me of my baptism and that Jesus came to 
save everyone.” 

What makes a good friend? “A person who is fun to play with, I can trust him, he is kind and 
listens well, we laugh together.” 

 

Tripp is a fun loving 5 year old who enjoys playing with friends and learning about Jesus 
during Sunday school and Mission friends. Here are some interesting facts about Tripp. 

 

Favorite Color: Gold 

Favorite Activity: Play Marvel Games and have fun with friends. 

Favorite Bible Story: David and Goliath. “ I like how David gets rid of the giant.” 

What makes a good friend? “Being kind, laughing and having fun when you play to-
gether.” 

 

Preschooler  Highlight 

Preschooler Highlight 

Kid Highlight  

Miriam is 4 years old. She enjoys going to school and playing with her sister. Miriam has fun when 
she is at church. Here are more things to know about her. 

 

Favorite Color: Red 

Favorite Activity: Take pictures, play outside, and play with her sister. 

Favorite Bible Story: We Jesus was born. “I like how all the animals and angels were there.” 

What makes a good friend? A good friend plays dolls with you and is nice, and you laugh  

together.” 

 

 



First Baptist Church Augusta  

welcomes our community and its fami-

lies as we partner together to help 

build a strong Christian foundation for 

our children. We offer opportunities for 

growth and learning for all develop-

mental stages in a child’s life. We look 

forward to joining your family on this 

journey as we celebrate and mark 

each milestone in your child’s life. 

Please join us as we learn, grow, and 

delight in God’s great love for us all. 

First Baptist Church 
Augusta 

3500 Walton Way 

will be collecting new warm socks 
to give to the ministries that serve 
these neighbors. 

Please bring your donations any 
Wednesday or Sunday in January 
and place in the designated boxes in 
the Preschool or Children’s build-
ings. This project is for all of our 
Preschool and Children’s ministry 
participants. 

In February we will focus on caring 
for our members who are unable to 
attend regularly through cards and 
pictures. 

We have had a very fruitful Missions 
Fall season with our party with the 
Jesus’ Special Followers class, food 
drive, Angel Tree toy drive, caroling 
at Meadow Gardens, and Caroling 
with our members who are in as-
sisted living or rehab facilities. 
Thank you for your participation in 
each of these mission in action pro-
jects. 

 

In January we will focus on our 
neighbors in our community who 
are experiencing homelessness. We 

Phone: 706-733-2236 

 
Rev. Melissa Willis 

Min.with Preschool and 

Children- 

mwillis@fbcaugusta.org 

 
Leah Galey 

Administrative Assistant- 

lgaley@fbcaugusta,org 

 

Lori McPherson 

Nursery Coordinator- 
lmcpherson@fbcaugusta.org 

Missions Moments 

Warm Sock Drive for January 
 


